Developers favour green
space over green

by Shannon Willoughby
business repartar

I the 20 years Matt Keys has
been “tree hugging', developers’
attitudes towards green space has
turned 180 degrees.

The Gold Coast businsssman said

progerty developers were increasingly
nsing consuliants in order to help pre-
serve mnative bushlomd ond buwild
susininable commuonites.
The managing dircctor of Habalat
mment Management sald legls-
lative pressures io preserve precn
pace hnd impacted his industry,

But he also said many developers
were penuinely focused on maintsin.
ing and improving vegefalion.

ﬂ It's amazing to see
koalas up there visiting the
site as well m

“While many of these developers
now have to fellow legislative com-
Miances, most nctually want t0 main-
tain and preserve wildlife and fanna in
their developments,” Mr Keys soad.

“T hove been a vocal critic of the
development industry in the past, but
I think now times have changed."

The company has worked on the
Giold Coast with Stockland, Heritage
Pacific. Resort Corp, Bmos Snsall
Drevelopments and Sunland.

Most recently, it worked with
Stockiand on iis 5244 millien regiden-
tinl development, The Obseratory, o
protect the Aore and faonn.

“The Observatory is actwally a
great example of how a developer has
worked in well to belp enhance the
natural aspect of the development,”™
b sadd.

“Uuite ollen thess developess get
iy reward for what they do in iryving fo
help the environment and 1 wanted to
let people know.™

Mr Keys gaid the company camied

it imitial scientific surveys, preparsd
Televant i ot axsessments and Uhen
prepated rehabilitation pland.

The Ohservatory ans 15km of
walking troils nnd almest 180he - or
) per cent of the site = of open space.

M Kevs said they were sucoessfiol
In relocating all black plossy cocka-
tons and their food trees

TE's amaring to see koalss up

there visiting the site as well."” he said.

Mr Keys, who has had moles in the
Sarfrider Foondotion Anstralia, said
Habitat serviced both the public and
privabe sector.

“What neost people doa't realise is
that a govermment agency has (o jump
through hoops as well.” he said,
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